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SUBJECT: PRESIDENTIAL STATEMENT RE CAMBODIA 

THE WHITE HOUSE RELEASED THE FOLLOWING STATEMENT BY THE 
PRESIDENT: 

BEGIN TEXT 

IN VIEW OF THE SERIOUSLY DETERIORATING MILITARY SITUATION 
AROUND THE CAMBODIAN CAPITAL OF PHNOM PENH, AND ON THE 
BASIS OF THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE AMERICAN AMBASSADOR 
TO THE KHMER REPUBLIC, I HAVE INSTRUCTED THE PERSONNEL OF 
THE U.S. MISSION TO LEAVE PHNOM PENH. 

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THOSE INSTRUCTIONS, AMERICAN PER- 
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SONNEL HAVE BEEN EVACUATED. I ALSO AUTHORIZED THAT A 
NUMBER OF CAMBODIANS WHOSE LIVES WOULD HAVE BEEN JEOPARDIZED 
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IF THEY HAD REMAINED IN CAMBODIA BE EVACUATED WITH THE 
AMERICAN MISSION. 

I SINCERELY REGRET THAT THERE WAS NOT TIMELY ACTION ON 
MY REQUEST TO THE CONGRESS TO ENABLE THE UNITED STATES TO 
CONTINUE TO PROVIDE THE ASSISTANCE NECESSARY TO THE SUR- 
VIVAL OF THE GOVERNMENT OF THE KHMER REPUBLIC. THAT 

GOVERNMENT HAD ASKED FOR THIS ASSISTANCE AND HAD CLEARLY 
PROVEN ITSELF WORTHY OF OUR HELP. 

THE UNITED STATES WISHES CAMBODIA TO FIND ITS PLACE IN 
THE WORLD AS AN INDEPENDENT, NEUTRAL AND UNITED COUNTRY. 
LIVING IN PEACE. OUR ASSISTANCE WAS SOUGHT FOR THAT PUR- 
POSE. WE ALSO MADE NUMEROUS AND VIGOROUS DIPLOMATIC 
EFFORTS, FROM THE FIRST TO THE LAST, TO FIND A COMPROMISE 
SETTLEMENT. 

I DECIDED WITH A HEAVY HEART ON THE EVACUATION OF 
AMERICAN PERSONNEL FROM CAMBODIA BECAUSE OF MY RES- 
PONSIBILITY FOR THE SAFETY OF THE AMERICANS WHO HAVE 
SERVED THERE SO VALIANTLY. DESPITE THAT EVACUATION, WE 
WILL CONTINUE TO DO WHATEVER POSSIBLE TO SUPPORT AN 
INDEPENDENT, PEACEFUL, NEUTRAL AND UNIFIED CAMBODIA. 

WE CAN ALL TAKE DEEP PRIDE IN THE UNITED STATES ARMED 
FORCES THAT WERE ENGAGED IN THIS EVACUATION OPERATION. 

IT WAS CARRIED OUT WITH GREAT SKILL, AND IN A MANNER THAT 
REFLECTS THE HIGHEST CREDIT ON ALL OF THOSE AMERICAN 
SERVICEMEN WHO PARTICIPATED. I AM DEEPLY GRATEFUL TO THEM 
FOR A JOB WELL DONE. END TEXT. KISSINGER 
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